Tutorial: Decorating Your Space with Planner 5D (Free
Version)

Planner 5D is an intuitive online tool that allows you to create 2D floor plans and visualize them
in 3D. It's accessible via web browsers, iOS, and Android.

What you'll need:



A computer with internet access (or a smartphone/tablet with the Planner 5D app).
Measurements of your room (length, width, ceiling height, and positions of doors and
windows).

e Anidea of the furniture you want to include.

Step 1: Get Started with Planner 5D

1. Go to the Planner 5D website: Open your web browser and navigate to
www.planner5d.com.

2. Sign Up/Log In: You'll likely need to create a free account. You can usually sign up with
your email or a Google/Facebook account. This allows you to save your projects.

3. Start a New Project: Once logged in, look for a "Start New Project" or "Create Project"
button.

Step 2: Create Your Room Layout (2D Mode)

When you start a new project, you'll typically be in 2D mode, which is perfect for drawing your
floor plan.

1. Choose a Starting Point:
o Start from Scratch: This is recommended for a dorm room or apartment with a
unique layout.
o Use a Template: Planner 5D offers various room templates (e.g., Bedroom,
Living Room). You can select one and then modify it to fit your dimensions.
2. Draw Your Walls:
Find the "Walls" tool (it usually looks like a wall icon).
Click and drag to draw your first wall. Click again to set the end point.
Continue drawing walls to create the outline of your room.
Important: As you draw, you'll see dimensions appear. Use your real-life
measurements to make your virtual room as accurate as possible. You can click
on a wall after drawing it to fine-tune its length.
3. Add Doors and Windows:
o Locate the "Doors" and "Windows" categories in the item library (usually on the
left or bottom panel).
Drag and drop the desired door or window style onto your walls.
Click on the door/window to adjust its size, height from the floor, and precise
position along the wall. Make sure these match your actual room.
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Step 3: Furnish and Decorate Your Space (2D & 3D Mode)

This is where the fun begins!

1. Browse the Catalog:
o Planner 5D has a vast catalog of furniture, appliances, decor, and structural
elements (like stairs, if you're designing a multi-level space).


http://www.planner5d.com/

o Categories are usually organized by room (e.g., Living Room, Bedroom, Kitchen)
and item type (e.g., Sofas, Beds, Tables).

o Note for Free Version: The free version offers a good selection of basic items.
Some premium or more detailed items might be locked or require an upgrade.
Don't worry, there's still plenty to work with!

2. Drag and Drop Furniture:

o Select an item from the catalog and drag it directly onto your 2D floor plan.

o Placement: Move the item around the room to find the best layout.

o Rotation: Click on an item, and you'll usually see rotation handles (a circular
arrow or similar icon). Drag these to rotate the item.

o Resizing (Limited in Free): Some items can be resized by dragging their
corners, but this feature might be more limited in the free version.

3. Experiment with Layouts:

o Try different arrangements of your bed, desk, dresser, seating, etc.

o Consider traffic flow: Can you easily walk around furniture? Are pathways clear?

o Think about functionality: Is your desk near a power outlet? Is there enough
space to open drawers or doors?

4. Add Flooring and Wall Materials:

Find the "Materials" or "Finishes" section.

Drag and drop floor coverings (wood, carpet, tile) onto your floor.

Apply paint colors or wallpaper textures to your walls.

You can often click on the material after applying it to change its pattern, scale, or
color tint.

5. Switch to 3D Mode:

o Look for a button or toggle to switch from "2D" to "3D" view.

o In 3D mode, you can "walk through" your room, rotate the view, and see how
everything looks from different angles. This is incredibly helpful for visualizing
depth and scale.

o Camera Tool: Use the camera tool (if available in the free version) to take
"snapshots" of your design from various viewpoints. These snapshots are usually
low-resolution in the free version but still give you a good idea.

O O O O

Step 4: Refine and Visualize

1. Adjust and Tweak:

o Go back and forth between 2D and 3D modes to make adjustments. Sometimes
what looks good in 2D doesn't quite work in 3D, and vice versa.

o Try different furniture styles or sizes.

o Experiment with wall art, rugs, and other decorative elements.

2. Consider Lighting: While detailed lighting simulations might be a premium feature, you
can still place generic light fixtures to get a sense of where they would go. Think about
natural light from windows too.

3. Save Your Project: Regularly save your project so you don't lose your work! Look for a
"Save" or "Save Project" button.



4. Share (Optional): Some free versions allow you to share a link to your project or
download low-resolution images. This is great for getting feedback from friends or family.

Tips for Decorating a Dorm Room, House, or Apartment:

e Dorm Room Specifics:

O

o

Maximize Vertical Space: Think about loft beds, shelving units, and tall storage.
Multi-functional Furniture: Ottomans with storage, futons, or small desks that
double as nightstands.

Personalization: Posters, photos, string lights, and colorful bedding can make a
small space feel like home.

Work Around Restrictions: Be mindful of what your dorm allows (e.g., no nails
in walls, certain appliances).

e House/Apartment Specifics:

o

Zoning: Use rugs, furniture placement, and even shelving to define different
"zones" within an open-plan living area (e.g., living, dining, work).

Flow and Traffic: Ensure there's a clear path to move through rooms without
bumping into furniture.

Scale and Proportion: Make sure furniture is appropriately sized for the room. A
tiny sofa in a huge living room will look lost, and a giant sectional will overwhelm
a small space.

Color Palette: Use the software to try out different wall colors and see how they
interact with your furniture choices.

Storage Solutions: Plan for clever storage to keep clutter at bay.

Limitations of Free Versions to Keep in Mind:

e Limited Object Catalog: You might not have access to all furniture styles, brands, or
highly detailed items.

e Lower Quality Exports: Images or renderings might be watermarked or lower
resolution.

e Fewer Advanced Features: Things like advanced lighting, realistic textures, detailed
material editing, or collaborative features are often reserved for paid versions.

e Project Limits: Some free tools limit the number of projects you can create or save.

Despite these limitations, free interior design software like Planner 5D is an excellent resource
for anyone looking to experiment with room layouts and get a visual head start on their
decorating projects! Happy designing!
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