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Learn to Code with GitHub Copilot in
Android Studio

Learning to write code with your own Al assistant is like having a superhero sidekick inside
your computer! § =

In this colorful beginner-friendly tutorial, you'll learn how to install GitHub Copilot, connect it to
your GitHub account, generate Kotlin code, and ask Copilot to explain code you don't
understand.

Important: Android Studio also includes Google's Gemini features, so the exact
menus and Al tools you see can vary by Android Studio version. The instructions
below focus on GitHub Copilot. Android Studio's current documentation confirms
that third-party Al models can also be integrated through its Al settings. (Android
Developers)

B Step 1 — Install the GitHub Copilot Al Helper


https://developer.android.com/studio/gemini/use-a-remote-model?authuser=19&hl=en&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://developer.android.com/studio/gemini/use-a-remote-model?authuser=19&hl=en&utm_source=chatgpt.com

Think of Copilot as your Al coding assistant. It can suggest code, answer programming
questions, help troubleshoot problems, and explain code. GitHub's documentation describes
Copilot as providing coding suggestions as you type and answering coding-related questions.

M 1. Open Android Studio

Start Android Studio on your Windows, Mac, or Linux computer.
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J- 2. Open Settings

On Windows/Linux:

File — Settings




On macOS:
Android Studio — Settings/Preferences

Android Studio's official documentation confirms that Settings is accessed through File —
Settings on Windows/Linux, with the macOS menu differing. (Android Developers)

% 3. Select Plugins
In the Settings window:
Plugins — Marketplace

The Marketplace is where you can search for additional Android Studio/JetBrains plugins.
/- 4. Search for GitHub Copilot

Type:

GitHub Copilot

into the search box.

Look for the official GitHub Copilot plugin and select Install.


https://developer.android.com/studio/intro/studio-config?hl=en&utm_source=chatgpt.com
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After installation finishes, Android Studio may ask you to restart.

Click:

Restart IDE

& Congratulations! Your Al coding sidekick is installed.

Step 2 — Connect Copilot to GitHub

Now you need to connect Copilot to your GitHub account.

~~ 1. Open the Copilot login option



Look through the Android Studio menus for the GitHub Copilot login option.
Depending on your version of the plugin, the location or wording may differ slightly.
Select:

GitHub Copilot — Login to GitHub

1] 2. Get your verification code

Copilot may display a window containing a temporary device code.

It may look similar to:

XXXX-XXXX

Click:

Copy and Open
Sign in to GitHub
GitHub Copilot uses a GitHub account. Please enter the
following code on the GitHub website to authorize your

GitHub account with GitHub Copilot.

GitHub website:

Device code: 012C-6DEA =

Cancel Copy and Open




Device Activation

- !
m Signed in as testuser-walleye

Enter the code displayed on your device
7IE||AlO|-81|19

GitHub staff will never ask you to enter your code on this page.



Device Activation

9 Signed in as
JamestsaiTW

Use a different account

€ 3. Authorize GitHub Copilot

Your browser will open a GitHub authorization page.

Paste the code into the box and continue.

@ 4. Signin

Log in to your GitHub account and authorize Copilot when prompted.

GitHub currently offers Copilot Free as an option for trying Copilot with limited features, in
addition to paid plans.

| Step 3 — Ask Copilot to Write Code

Now comes the fun part! g

You can ask Copilot to help you create code.

@ 1. Open a Kotlin file



For example, open:

MainActivity.kt

Android Studio's editor is where you'll create and modify your program code. (Android
Developers)
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¢ 2. Give Copilot an instruction

You can write a comment describing what you want.




For example:
/I Make a button that shows a pop-up message saying Hello World

Think of this as giving your Al assistant a programming assignment.

¥ 3. Watch for the ghost text

Copilot may display a suggested piece of code in lighter-colored text.
This is sometimes called an inline suggestion.

It might look something like:

Button(
onClick = {
Toast.makeText(
this,
"Hello World",
Toast.LENGTH_SHORT
)-show()
}
)

= 4. Accept or reject the suggestion
If you like the suggestion:

Press Tab

If you don't want it:

Press Esc

¢ Beginner Tip: Never assume Al-generated code is automatically correct. Read it,

understand it, and test it before relying on it.

GitHub specifically warns that Copilot's output should be evaluated carefully because
Al-generated results can contain mistakes.

Step 4 — Talk to Copilot



Copilot isn't just for generating code.

You can also have a conversation with it about your program.

Look for the Copilot/chat icon in the Android Studio interface.
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Click the icon to open the Copilot chat panel.

« Ask a question

Try:

How do | change the background color of my Android app to blue?
Or:

Explain what this Kotlin code does.
Or:

Why am | getting this error?

GitHub's documentation gives examples of asking Copilot to explain files, improve code, and
help with testing.




Step 5 — Have Copilot Explain Code

This is especially useful when you're learning programming.

©,, Highlight some code
Select a section of Kotlin code that you don't understand.

Then use the Copilot context-menu option available in your installation, such as an Explain
command.

You can also paste the code into Copilot Chat and ask:

Explain this code to me like | am a beginner.

@ Try these beginner questions
Question 1

What does this function do?

Question 2

Explain this code line by line.

Question 3

Why am | getting this error?

Question 4

Rewrite this code using simpler Kotlin.
Question 5

Show me how this code works with an example.

Your First Copilot Coding Challenge

Let's give your new Al sidekick a real assignment!

Ask Copilot:



Create a simple Android app screen with a blue background,
a title that says "My First Al App",

and a button that says "Click Me".

When the button is clicked, display "Hello World!"

Then ask:

Explain every part of the code you created.

Finally ask:

Show me how to change the blue background to green.

This turns Copilot from simply a code generator into a programming tutor. 5’

- Remember: Al Is Your Assistant, Not
Your Replacement

A good way to think about GitHub Copilot is:

YOU 2
O

Give the instructions

(1)
COPILOT @&y

0

Suggests code

3
YOU &

(4]
Review — Test — Learn

The goal isn't just to have Copilot write everything for you.

The goal is to use Al to learn how software works while you build it.

7 Quick Review

Before finishing, make sure you can:



{74 Open Android Studio

{74 Open Settings

{74 Find the Plugins Marketplace
4 Install GitHub Copilot

{4 Restart Android Studio

{%4 Sign in to GitHub

{74 Ask Copilot to generate Kotlin code
"4 Accept a suggestion

74 Reject a suggestion

{74 Open Copilot Chat

{74 Ask Copilot to explain code
(74 Test Al-generated code

%’ You're Ready!

You now have the basic skills to start using Al-assisted programming in Android Studio. As
you become more comfortable, try asking Copilot to help you build buttons, menus, forms,
calculators, games, image tools, and complete Android applications.

GitHub Copilot documentation

Android Studio documentation



https://docs.github.com/copilot?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://developer.android.com/studio?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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